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woman In the next loom

THn ngiln' Ulackle Daw
!n "vmpatliy; Wnl-llntrff- id

grinned, the
man in the coi nor iat In patient

nnser.v, as lio had from the first, mill
held Inn swollen Jaw.

The woman In the operating room
emitted a final yelp, which mnHe
BlacKlc grip the arms of his chair and
groan because he had thoughtlessly
gritted his teeth.

"For that you get another dose,' re-

lented Wnlliugfonl. aggravatlngly
cheerful, and, producing a beautifully
mounted pocket-flas- he poured Blackle
a generous drink.

The quiet man in the corner exhibited
hl firpt sign of human Intelligence, aa
his pain-dulle- d eyes folowcd that Intel --

eating process.
'Hao a little relief?" offered

who was an habitual Rood
Samaritan with lieiuor

"I don't drink, thank you," icplled
the man, talking cornerwlse, and smll-ir- K

with one side of his mouth.
"Lucky man!" envied Blackle. "Now

It'll do you good."
"Rut I'll take one this time," finish-

ed the stranger, cycinK the bottle de-
terminedly.

"Hello. Brssmer; how's (lak Center?"
the dentist greeted the stranger "Which
of ,ou U next" and brutal speculation
kindled his eye as he loked them over.

"I'm It, I guess," acknowledged
Blnckle, cornered. "Give mc another
di'lnk. Jim. (u!ck'"

"I'll he ready for you in n couple of
minutes. " the dentist cheoi fully assured
him and walked into the operating
room, humlmng n caic-fie- e little sons!

"1 dislike that man, ' commented
Blackle. "He has an unkind face."

A woman, wearing a. heavy veil and
carrying a much crumpled handker-
chief, came through the waiting loom,
followed by the dentist, who rubbed
his hands together in pleasant antici-
pation an he bowed to Blackle. There
was an unmistakable gleam of ferocity
in his eyes.

"You may come with mc now," he
remarked softlv.

Blackle arose and followed, with
much careless braver

"That's excellent whisky." compli-
mented Mr. Ressmei . beginning to
realize the after-tat- e of it

"Fifteen years old," replied Walllng-ford- ,
offering him more, which he

"Kentucky friend of mine
keeps me supplied. Oak Center. ))o
you know Kll Spooger-.'-

"He's a stockholder in m companv "
A discontented shrug with thl.

"I see." Walllngford smiled. "Is Oak
Center a pretty fair husiness towi.."'

"For some lines,'1 stated Bessmer.
with distinct and quite visible In wild
reservations. "It's really a farming
town, and very rich, but it gives slight
support to manufacturing."

"Vou must be a manufacturer, '

jruessed Walllngford.
"I am, in a small way," acknowledg-

ed the other, still frowning. "I have
a malleable iron foundry, and hno
ecuretl capacity business, on a process
of my own."

"Capacity is good enough."
"The trouble Is with the size of the

capacity," explained Bessmer, with a
dri laugh.

"I'll go to Oak Center and look atyour plant," promised Wallingfoi 1.

"I have fifty thousand dollars whl.-- h

haven't clone a useful thing, except
come to me, since thej were prime'!. '

Blpckle Daw returned from the
room with the dentist in i

high state of elation.
"Go in and have your teetlv tinke--e- d.

Jim," he urged "This gontlennu
i a friend of mine, and is kind and
( tntle."

'Mr Daw ha a blackberry seed
of enuralgia," explained th...

ilcrtist smiling. "I'm ready for yjurow, Mr. Bessmer"
"I suppose T shall see joh again, Mr.Tji lingford," ventuied Bessmer
"I think so," replied Walllngford,

shaking his head at him, and givlm: a
cldelong glance toward Blackie. Mr
Bessmer noddp I in comprehension of
the warning to be secretive, and went
in to be tortured.

"The girls were correct in their sug-
gestion,' paid Walllngford as soon ii.--.

trev were alone, and he produced a
letter from his pocket "This is t'v
best report they have made of a ivtown "

"They're cracker-jack- s, especla'H-"Violet,- "

said Blackie, blowing n k'-- s

at the celling in honor of prettv VI
let Warden, took the letter. It w.er
in Violet's handwrltlno utul nia.v.iblew another kiss at the letter as I
re id "Mr. Bessmer will be In Illverit today to see his dentist, VrPrang Ml. lleismer's business is t honly unprofitable concern In whi''iMr Spooger has an 'merest, so v.
believe that you might (lnd 'his thebest approBch to t lie sixty thousanddollars of which Mr. Spooger robbedus on the death of our fathei.""How's that for hiainy work, eh''"exulted J ltufus. ."Now hike, Hlackie.and we'll have lunch with the ladies"I Rufus was alone when Mr Bes-semer relumed from his pain

"What lime do vou go hack to Oakcntei ?
On the two-foi- tj tiain."Ill tide oei with mi," luomlsedAValllngfotd; and they shook hands on

II
Mr Bessemer, much elleved as lo

law and with renewed hope as to busi-ness, took a seat in the parloi-ca- r ofthe two-fott- v tinln. cnrrcitlv gaping
that the resplendent Wallingfo'rd should
iiue mere or nowneie. T1,0 tia waitedIts appointed four minutes; ;ts bell
clanged: its whistle tooted; its smol-- e

puffed, and It pulled out, and still no
"Wallingford'.

' Well, Mr. Bessemer, hows the jaw?"
Inqulied a cheerful oice at his elbow,
and looking up. he found Blnrk'o Daw.
laden with a suitcase, a hat box, an
Oxfoid. and a saxophone case

"Ila.-cn'- t any. so far as the feeling l3
concerned," responded Bessemer, his
heart lumping with tlir sudden memoi
that Blackie Daw was in the same lln
if business as the man who had falle 1

him "I didn't notlco you getting on tlv
tiain."

Vou were looking lor Jim Wallinc-foif- l.

that's the leason," laughed Blackle
Mo.ving iiljs in eve-i- v avallal le c

and sitting down, like u real spoi t.
wlt'i no fgaid whatevei for the tads
of his Iilnce Albert. "I side-track-

him "
Mr Bessemer e oiitiacted his Iiiowj".

and turned mi niackle n glance of
"That was not fnlr to either

Mi Walllngford r mvself." he chai erd,' all In the 'game," declaifd
liVicic lUhtly "I saw he h.ul a husl-ifs- a

nppoitunltv with vou. mi I had I

phonrx tclegiam dlleiTd to blm snd
Hent h'ni on a wild goose chase, then

made youi deptNt tell me a'l nbr'it
the Hi'Pmrr Alalleable I'roccss Com-p- a.

and here I nui."
III.

I llufus ailingold paused oplosil'
i ' cornei n' the Beenier Malleable

i" r.ess ("onipanv and made a compre-faHll- c

estimate of It It was a more

r

or lens toj plioit, but radiated the nt- -
piPHHlun of o ti onto hulne."s so thoi
ougnly that ll-- t walls sceuv-- d to bulge I

and ciulxer. In the ten- - of tho casting
sheU n dozen men weie cligj'lng
ircnelus. a lilg pile of fcundatlon rock
w.i In the center, Hanked by barrels of
cement, and a wugon of buck was be-
ing unloaded.

AVIth a nod of satisfaction, Walllng-
ford walked !n!o the office, whore .Mr.
Ressmer, with gray filings on his hat
find his hafr and mustache and flven
clinging to his eyebrows, was bent oxer
n much-soile- d building plan. Two nlier
men. who bad clav on their boots, anil
mortar on their clothes, were leaning
their elbows on the once ieat drawing,
and figuring on its margin with pasty
blue pencils.

"I'm In no hurr . Mr. Bessmer," said
Walllngford chccrll. 'When you're
not so busy. I'll take up with ou the
matter of the purchase of that stock."

Mr. .Reesmer seemed somewhat em-

barrassed. "I'm Nery sorry to say
ou're too late." ho returned, his cm-sclen-

smiting him that l.e had helped
to trick this friendly Dig stranger out
of a possibly profitable deal.

"You don't mcHii to sj you've sjlfl
It!" piotested Walllngford

In spite of his compun"tlon, a gleam
of satisfaction lit Mr. Bessnier's eyes.

"Well," he stated apologetically, "the
spot cash wns offered me, unci now I'm
building my extensions.

"1 bet I know who bought it," de-
clined Walllngford, with a trace of an-
noyance.

"Your friend Mr. Daw." admitted
Rcssmcr, flushing sllghtlv. "I'm ufriid
that he played a rather cpiestionnb'.e
trick on you. and that I nvide myself a
paity to it "

"I can't blame ou.' ii.irdoned Wal-
llngford. hurt but generous. "Docs Mr
Dnv now own all vour surplus stork?"

"Kvcr.i share of It."
"Wbeie would I find Mr. Daw''"
Bessmer suddcnl laughed. "Ho Is

probobly out oiling the engine, or trim-
ming castings at one of the emery-whee- ls

to see the sparks, or riding on
the warehourc elevator Shall I send
for him""

No thank." replied '.Villlngfonl w th
cneful gravltj "If vou don't mind nn
going thiough our far-to- r unattended
I'll hunt hlni un, I

"I thought vou were suanoscd to slul
around the town, In a silk nut. and In-

spire confidence," compl lined Wiilllng-for- d
b wav of gieetlng.

"You know. Jim. sometit.ies I think
you're a dub, af4ter nil,' icpi oach"!
Rlackic. You never will get the liner
points of stagecraft. I had m"elf
made assistant manager, and I'm inspir-
ing so much confidence tliat tills morn-
ing 1 had Ressmor lock i.i own morie
uii In his safe for fear I'd trust my-
self too fin "

"Assistant manager. ' chuckled Wal-
llngford. who had tho boi n instinct for
mechanics of which Blackle had no
trace. "What do ou manage, prlncl-pa- ll

'"'
"The oil can till the engineer bid It "

Blackie infoimed him with regret. "He
admitted that I was some sure-enoug- h

oiler, but obiected that the cost of the
Btuff came off his fuel aDPropriotlon."

"I don't suinose vou've thought of
that list." observed Walllngford la a
half hopeless tone.

"I'm so discouraged " asserted Blackle.
"I never get credit for anvthlng Here's
voui list. Stav and have lunch with us.
Jim"

"Lunch"' puzzled Walllngford "WiTv.
vou'ic not ever font blocks fiom vour
hotel."

"Tine" assented Blackie. "but am I

one to assume airs of superiority oer
m own intelligent workmen? I treat
them as fellow-huma- n beings." You see.
1 Intend to run for minor of tnv suburb
on the reform ticket this fall: so I bring
niv lunch with me. In a little tin nail
every day, and play them the saxophone
at noontime. e lnmroed a lot In
niv music. Jim

On Ills wav out. Walllngford stopped
nt Bessemer's Invitation to inspect the
nlans for the glorious extensions

"I've dteamed of this for ten vears "
stated Bessmer happlls. "Did you se-
cure any stock ' '

"Not a share." answeied Walllngford.
much disappointed 'Mr Daw won't
sell."

"1 sympathize with ou." announced
the lubllnnt Bessmei. "The local papers
are full of the extensions we're making.
I believe we have Oak Center awakened
at last to manufacturing possibilities
This stock will be worth real monev, bv
and bv. '

"I believe it. ' admitted Walllngford.
IV

"Petey W'ilks." read Wallingford fiom
Blackle's list, "the leading sport of the
village, and might bet as high as two
dollais. Wears n gia puff tie on Sun
day, and the other two on weekdays.
Pioprietor of fathers shoe stoic, and
almost real devilish. Ten shares "

Armed with that description. Waillng.-for- d

had no tiouble in picking c
Petev. in Wllks' Shoe nmporium

"I believe this Is Mr ilks " guessed
tho stock-speculat- oi nleasaiitK. noting
that Pc"to was a Particular dicsser. and
had his trousers piessed

"That's what thewc talking around."
assented voung Mr Wlfks. who was
strong on lepartec

i understand vou hae some stock In
the Bessmer Malleable Process Com-pai- n

."
"Somebody's been telling.' was the

glib lctort.
"Would ou care to sell if"Petey Wllks had the chin of an idiot

and the smile of a fool, but ho hud the
cs of a miser. "Don't teckon 1 want

lo sell it." he Instantly letumed "Tile
papers arc full of how Will Bessemer
is muKliiK nil sorts of Improvements."

Vou paid fifty dollars n share for
our stock, stated walllngrord, re-

specting Pete's shrewdness. "I'm
willing to say that it's worth a little
more. m nrm will pay ou sixty
dollars."

The ejes of Petey narrowed still more.
"Who is vour firm" he asked.

"The Pnlted States Malleable Mer-
ger Company." announced Wallingford,
creating that mighty corporation with
no effort whatsoever, ' but, after all,
you're not dealing witli them; ou'ie
dealing with spot cash," and he dis-
played a big red pocketbook so bulged
witli important bills that the ciicula-tlo- n

of little Petey's one pint of blood
increased to a whiz. Nevertheless, he
stent ed perfectly straight

"Do you see invthlng green?" he de-
manded, lauging scornfully, and pulling
clown the lower lid of his right eye. I

Know wnai it mc-ati- s wnen a monopoly s
aftei anything. You'll hove lo pay me
seventy-liv- e dollars"n shaie."' It's bought " accepted Wallingford,
and counted out four hills, a five hun-
dred, two one hundteds. and a flft, so
promptly that it looked like the tn'row-of- f

of a printing press "Wheie is your
ntock?"

Petey made tiacks for the sate
"I wondei wheie I could get some

more of this"" Inquired Wallingford.
"I understand that Mr. 11

- Croats has
a ten-sha- enrtit1catc. Do ou suppose
lie would sell it?"

"B!nk Coals?" smiled Pete ' Binkj
would sell his gill' photograph. Ho
needs the mone ."

"Thanks foi the infoiiuatinn ' icplied
Wallingford. and left the stnn.

He hnd Fcmccly paed through the
door when a quite natural idea aseaii- -
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"Lord Southpaugh"
cd Petey. "I must put Dinkey wise,"
lie observed, as he hurried to the phone.
"He's too pinched, Just now, to hold out
for a tfood price."

Petey Wllks loved that little deal. He
could buy his friend Blnky's stock, to
teplace his own, out of Walllngford's
money, and have three hundred left!

He need not have hurried, for Wall
Ingford Intended to give him at least
twenty-Tou- r hours to think up tho bril-
liant scheme of buying Blnky's stock.
Instead, Walllngford went straight to
the stockholder who Ulackle had de-
scribed ns follows:

"Thaddeus Putnian ; blind In one r.yc,
but can see a dollar at double the dis-
tance, with the other. Krlends of the
vlllago mint, who Is did Eli Spooger.
Fifty shares; but watch 1511, and notice
the Hcnnesey marks In trout of his
name."

Old Thaddeus looked with stern disap-
proval on Walllngford's offensively
clean shirt, nnd ho steadfattly refused
to sell his Bessmer stock at any price.

Walllngrord, delighted to find htm so
obdurate, offered him sewnty-flv- c, a
hundred and finally a hundred and ten
At that figure he paused, lor fear Thad-
deus might sell ; but rhaddcus did not
Invite more urging,

"No, sir!" he hoarsely wheezed; "1
never go hack on my Judgment. I bought
my stock from young William Bessmer
becouse I thought he was a comineman, and he la coming. I'll never sellmy stock till he pioves that I was right,
and he's proving it."

After this, Walllngford went home,
well satisfied with his day's work, but
he had not finished it, for Just before
dinner Petey Wllks came to him, :ind
Jubilantly sold him Blnkv Croats' stock,battling desperateb for eighty-fiv- e dol-
lars a shaie and winning.

In tlie morning Walllnglord went to
see the next ten-shai- e. man on the re-
port. ".Spraddles Martin. ' Rlucklc had
listed him. "Keeps books In the plow-factor- y,

and walks like a one-legg-

turtle. Human Rllllken. and 1 like
him."

.Spraddles' face was ns awkward as
his body, and nothing n It seemed to
be quite In the right place His mindwas well located and gracefully active,
how e er

"My Ressmer stock"' he rcmaiked.poking a pen behind his left ear. wnioii
wns bettei suited for the pin pose than

. .Itlu ,ll.t ..t
',; ,t lpt"I Wllks wants o sell,','" . T ),,, , iLhi

at all the win from forty up to elght- -
itvu iiuiiari ii mi imy cents a snoic. inn
1 know that if Pote was willing to pay
eighty-tw- o Ilftj, it was worth a hun
dred, rcl u sold It to him .or that, out
since you'te a Granger. I'll let ou bao
ii ior a nuniiicci and ;eii

Ho chuckled cheerfully as he an-
nounced this . but he soiiered as Wal-ingfo-

piomptl' dealt him out eleven
hundred dollars.

"I'll rfive ou a hunched and ten dol
lars lot even siiuio jou can ruing me
to the Kaal- - Hotel. Just Inquire foi
Mr. Wallingford," said J Ififns in con-
clusion.

f:ii hpooer looked oyer his rrla'isesat WnllingfiPicI ltii a ben-vole- nl

smile, and ninbcd his bony old Uncosvpi, veiy gcnti.v ' o.s, 1 ani Mi
Spoojrei." he ai'i.nnv. icd, c d to W.'ll-ingfo'd- 's

query, and his voice was
full human Klndn.ss. 'and you
nie Mi. A alllngford, I .1:11 lire""

Wallingfor.l smiled with tully as
much bene-)leni-- f as Mi Spooler had
oNhiblted. "1 so. 1,1 'lavo been ac-
curately described." he returned, and
ceasofi ti, y idv Mi n . ei wit'. sn
cloci ee of cut io-.- it

"Certainly,' agrei-- Mr Spoogei
civl-'.- i 01 ing to buy

ciuitiol in a local fi the ber.- -
oil! of mist is sure', to be much
discussed

"It's the sad tiiitb.' adinlliod Wali- -
iirfioicl, very visibly innoved bv the
fict "The public work." a double- -
swivel spotligi.t on anvone connected I

with a big oon.-er- such as I nm nroucl I

to represent. Personally. I shrinl
1 1 0111 publicltj. hut since t can't, what
do vou want for the Be.s.snior stock'""

We are coming on," anpioved Mr
poogcr. much gratified He had beenso ear,-e-i as to he almost impatient

"I have ten shares of my own, nnd
twonty-flv- o shares which I vesterdayaccepted from clients of mine, to ap-nl- v

on mortgage pavments whichwere in ai tears "
"Thli shares." figured Wall-Ingfoi- d

in n disappointed tone "Is
tlmt all"'

""'hnl If all for the present."
admitted Mr. Spoogei. "Tho

111 Ice will he 1:r,."
"Muider'' eNclalmed Wallingford.pleasrd, and et shocked, that hlnlaiis had worked so oNtrcniclv well"Why. yon are trying to take advan-tage of what vou consldei to be mvnecessity "
"Tut. tin'" elided Mr. Spoogei. --.villinnvelic forciveneis of that harshchaige. 'You offered mv friend Put-ma- n

ns high t 110, and voung Mr.Martin, who was nnloiiH lo buv
Hi" stock to sell to miii nt a profit,
offered I." The pi Ice. Mr. Wnlllng-foid- .

Is iL'.-- i. t that quotitlon I 8111really conferring a benefit upon vou"' t appreciate It ' concluded Wall-Iturfotc- i.

diyl.v "Hrw much Is 7,T.

Hires 12"""
"Four tu.iuand. three hundred andsovontv -- five dollois" replied MrSpooger, promptly. gl,icng at somellgi res on his desk "Here Is thestink." and he drew forward the neatlittle pile which hnd repose! Just be-

fore his eyes."
Walllngford opened his obese nockel-boo- k.

and the mild eves of Mr Sponger
took on the passing expression of twin
needles

"Of course, thee will not sell stockto vou at the factorv," he coniectured.watching hungrllv as Walllngford
counted out the money, and noticing
thirstily that the subtraction of this
ninniinr mane scarcely anv Impressionupon the sum total.

Not a share," laughed Walllngford
"Tho know who 1 am. and what I

want: moreover. 1 don't Imagine the
new assistant manaeei would t,ell to
anv one who would sell to me."

"Poslbl not." mused Mr. Spooger. "T
hain heard that Mr. Daw Is a very cur-
ious per.'on "

He paused, now. as his fingers touch-
ed the monev. and nothing more was
breathed by either gentleman until ha
had counted it three times, and felt
each bill, and held it to the light

"If I should secuie some of his stock,
1 suppose you would be In the Imme-
diate market for It?" he sugested. after
he had deposited tho money in his safe
and twilled the knob about nine times.

"At present moment." declared Mr.
Walllngford. with a trace of vlndlctlve-nes- s,

"there Is nothing I desire so much
as to have every shaie of the Bessmer
stock taken away from Mr. Daw."

VI.
Black o Daw. who had In perfection

what is known as the healer's touch,
was extracting, with a huge magnet,
an Iron filing from the eye of a fellow
workman when Kll spooger called, and
he positively refused to talk husiness
In the emeigency hospital, which he
had fitted up in the neglected pattern
room back of his desk. Tho workman
came out with him. by and by, band-
aged, and smiling gratefully.

"I wish to talk with you quite in pri-
vate, just hy our two selves," began
Mi Spooger with kind playfulness,
drawing Rlaekle off I lto a corner

"You might enable me to juciease mv
little investment .p this establishment,
that is if you made the prb e of the
slock low enough,'' continued Mr.

URR J. Rufui W.lliniford
BlackU Daw
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Spooger. with the air of one conferring
a favor.

'I haven't much to sell," Blackle told
him, looking decidedly
"1 couldn't possibly let go of enough to
weaken Mr. Besstncr's control of the
company."

Mr. Spooger wns shocked tlmt lie
should even conceive such an Idea. "No
one, 1 am sure would wish ta injure Mr
Bessmer, who Is a very honest,

business man. He had tho re-
spect, and even affection, of the entire
community, Including myself If you
choso to sell nny of the stock, how
much would you want for it?"

"Par," announced Rlackic, a"nblv
"Mv clear young man!"

Mr. Sponsor In stern hut kindlv tones.
"The stocl: has never been worth more
than 50 per cent, nnd I'll guarantee that
you paid oven less than that for It."

"Par." repcutcd Ulackle. gently but
firmly, and lit a cigarette. "Ant that, I'll
only ell vou fifty shares. 1 understand
that Jim buying tip this
stock, and I wouldn't run tho risk of
much of It falling Into his 'lands. He'J
put mv friend Ressmer right out of his
own shop, and turn It ocr to the
trust."

"f am not an agent or emissary for
invone." stated Mr. Spooger. much out-- 1

iged. "I nm Investing, or 'ipeoulitlng if
you wish to call it so. for my own bene-
fit entirely."

RlacWie had particular reasons of his
own Tor doubting that, but he did not
think It wise to say so.

"Flftv shares or nothing, and at rat,"
he asserted, stout'y. "if I sell more
than that. I'll sell al1 If I have to
weaken mv majority of stock. I wan to
get out entirely '

Mi Spooger stilled the pea-lik- e thuiiip-In- e

of his heart. "Would you seriously
sellJng all?" he asked,

quletlv
"Well, you see." hesitated BlacMlooking mournfully about the shon nndover at Bessnier's office. "I like thin

business, and Ressmer, and the nuM.
but I'm a poor person, and to sell out
at par would mean a h profit on my
investment I wouldn't sell to Jim Wal-llngford, though I don't think he'd e' en
come to nm to bu It."

This being the strict truth, Rlackic
had a perfectly e'ean conscience when
he said it

"I'll take those flftv shares, at pa.."
Mr. Spooger slowlv obseived. af.erthinking a long, long linn "If I were
vou. I would not siiv anwhng lo MrBesymer about It just now uppjsf I
come over tonight, and jw nu at o.rhotel

Mr Spooger was busv writing h.m outa check "Here is (he thousand dol'uisfor oi'r fifty shares." he stated, hidi-ng It with both hands for
"Just think how little those flftvslnies cost vou. and how much nroht I

am giving vou' Multiplv that b the
of vour stock, and think it

ovei '"
Mi Spoocei returned to Wa'lingf irJ'shotel,
"I cs.11 get oti flftv shares of thai

1';'-- " "" announced, delighted to giveWalllngford so much p'easurc. "butvou'll have to raise the nrlce to a hun-
dred and thlitv-flv- o dollar-- ' "

Walllngford eved him with a seciettforro that he was dolns. the man nouarm "It's extortion'" he ptotestel' You buy this fifty shares, at theprice I named, and I'll tell ou some-goo-

news." promised Kli with exult-
ant ulayfulness

"Do you mean that you can secure all
of if" asked Walllngfoid eagcrlv.

"I believe that 1 can, ' Jubilated Kll.
and rubbed his hands over and ovei
each other

"Then I'll pay you a hundred and
tnirty-nv- e rot this fifty with pleasure.
h'",kWalllnforJ J""! " .

Mr Spooger was sorry he had said
that he could merel secure the fifty !

haie, for he had the certificate in his
lcket. However, he had made It an
arl' motto that. If he could not entirely

avoid evil, he would avoid all appear
ance of evil

"I'll be back In ten minutes." lie
stated.

"lou'll be right here, won't you"" and
he eyed pocketbook anx-iousl.- v

.

"Right here, ' assured
him.

Mr. Spooger was hack in nine minutes
and a half. "If I can secuie the re-
mainder of that stock, I don't think t
will he necessary to rase the price
above a hundred and thirty-five,- " he
suggested, being quite certain that this
was the limit which would
pay.

"I should say ou would not raise the
price'" totorted Wall'ngford. "I may
be carelegs. but I don't mean an harm
to myself."

"Will you pay a bundled and thirty-five?- "
Spooger wanted to he assured.

"I will pav $130 a share for every
share of Ressmrr stock that you sell me
from now on," Wallingfoi d truthfully
answered.

VII
An Knghsh gentleman with broad

checked clothes, monocle, flowing yel-

low mustaches and two oung and
beautiful ladies, one brown eyed and
one blue, dtopped 'uto town that even-
ing and asked iimcrous questions
about the Ressmer 0Iant. Its rellablllt.v,
its capacltj. its expansion and every
other lcad.ng fact After having asked
these questions in Ihe places where thev
would most rapidly circulate, he called
on Mr. Wallingfoi d nnd held a long,
long secret confeience. That settled it

the English gentleman was n lord, cer-
tainly not less, and he was negotiating
for munitions of war to be made nt
the Ressmer plant.

In the privacy of rooms,
had the public but known It. the lord's
name was plain Onion Jones, and noth-
ing moie serious than a bottle of wine
was discussed. In public, nowevcr.
when Violet and Fannie Warden toolf
dinner with Onion and J. Rufus, with
Blackle Daw looking on cnvlousK from
the other coinci of the big dining room,
Onion was mote like a lord than any
lord. In the morning he went away
with his ladies, but the papers were full
of wild rumors about the million dollars
munitions contract which was to go to
the Mallaeable Trust, not to the Bess-
mer plant, as at first leported'

A lover, counting the minutes until he
could see his twin soul would be an
oyster of placidity compared with Ell
Spooger waiting for his
with Blackle Daw. He went down to
the factory In the afternoon, but was
refused permission to enter the yard,
whete, It seemed, Mr. Daw was fever
ishly engaged on some Important prep-
arations for a sort of
celebration on the following night He
called at Mr, Daw's hotel tnat evening,
but was told that Mr. Daw was taking
his saxophone practice, and could not
bf disturbed; and the clerk was pleas-
ant about It. too.

Taking the hint fiom these rebuffs.
Mr. Spoogei waited until sharp 10
o'clock the next mrrnlng. when he was
ushered into Mr. Daw's looms.

There ensued a most wily conversa-
tion, in which Mr. Spooger pointed out
to the young man that he must not fly
in the face of providence b.v refusing
the hapdsome fortune that lav at his
door And Mr. Spooger was elated hv
one fact Mr. Daw seemingly had not
heard of the loid

On Ins part. Mi Daw had conscien-
tious sciuples about allowing the con-
trolling stock to pass tutu any ownet-ihl- p

which might be Inimical to the in-
terests of Mr Bessmer, but In the end
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he fell. He stifled his conscience and
sold to Mr. Sponger, nt JI0O a share, his
entire interest In the Bessmer Malleable
Proce.'s Company.

"Rut I didn't know you had so much
slock,'" protested Mr. Spooger. "Bess-
mer only had 1.2.V) shares lo dispose of
In the fltst place. 1 bought fifty of
those from you, and hetc you arc offer-
ing me 1,015.

"1 acquired a few mor.c," explained
Blackle. "The certificates arc all here,
new Issues made out to me last night,
and duly signed by tho president and
secretary."

"The more the better," granted .Spoog-
er after a little thought, and added
twice more, to mako sure, the total
shares represented by the certlflpates.
Ho produced his check-boo-

"You'll have to come across with gen-uln- e

money." observed Blackle before
the purchnser started to write. "I had
to bo Identified to cash that other check
of yours, and I don't like to have
bankers look nt me as if they think
mn a suspicious character."

"I know; but the banks won't like It."
worried Mr. Spooger, who was as well
acquainted as any man on earth with
the reluctance of real money to lie
moved about.

"...? lh i'r whcn Mr- Co"c transfer his headquar-llk- e
It," Rlackic serenely argued. I d tsrs t0 New yorv- - CtVi

HKC to accommodate me uaimuia cn
enough they're nice men; but they
never seem to want to accommodate mc.
No, it'll have to he cosh. Mr. Spooger"

Ho went with Mr. Blackle to the three
hanks, and persuaded the much-paine- d

gentlemen In charge to relinquish, col-

lectively, J131.5O0 In genuine I'nlted
States currency, then he and Mr. Daw
parted.

VHI.
The merriment In the festively lighted
ard of the Bessemer Malleable Process

Company was at Its height when Kll
Spooger, learning that Wallingford had
gone straight there from the D o'clock
train, icpalrcd to the scene of the fes-

tivities
A big table. 1'iMll in the fin m of a

hollow squaii, spi eat! vvltft a snowy
cloth, and decorated with carnullons,
chempaKlle-pail- , and whole toast
pigs, to say nothing of chid ens, nnd
fich minor arlliles of inner conifoll.
fillod the aid. arel, at the .'enter of
the head table, flanked b Wul'lng-fenr- t

on one side, anil Bcj.isiiici on the
other, stood lilac Mo Daw, in hi
blackc-- i Pi nice lhert. making a
fircwi II sptsch to hl many friends,
in and con of the factory, and Invit-
ing them, one and ill, 10 move- - to
Thrryvllle. ro that ihoy ould vote
for him for nia.voi, on Hie leforni
ticket, In ll.e coin in,? fill

It vas all ver cassui lii'j to tin'
Dn'y man ,n Oak 'Vnti-- i who could
command ovei i hundted IhotisanJ,
oaMi, and vv In n 1I10 Ona'. applause
hud subsided, tin tl oe-.ct- rod or,"
'out. with nn inciiiti Him; smile, over
the back of Wtllluford s ohalt.

'I huve that stock foi vou" be han-pil- y

confided Tight heie," and he
tapped hi- - bulging In east-po- c ket.

Oh. es. the stock," n turned Wal-
lingford plc.aruntl.v "V by. Mr
Spooger, my film has decided not to
holher with the Ressmei Company '

He paused placidlv to vvntch Mr
Spc ngc 1 clutc hing it his Adam's
apple 'so IhsI night, before I went
Hwnv, I .jc Id vli8t I had purchased,
from jou and from otheis, to Mr
I i.IW."

Mi Sponger gripped liis cuffs vvildl"
ill l.oth hardw and pulled them out
nuns length. "And yn "old it to
mo' ' he hotly chaiged Blackie. "You
nvei said a word ab.ott liuving th':
i"ira shares fiom Walling ford'"

Tut, tut' temonstrited RlacUl"
Mnclh You didn't toll ive vou In- -

!"cded to sell to Wallingford"
"Vou for led tile'" frothed Ell. turn-

ing to tho r epi osontative of the trust
"I don't want thW stock "

"Throw ir nwav. then," advised
Wnllingford "I'd suggest that vou
Uei p it thi'iirli Hv a resolution
adopted almost unanlmouslv lust
nirht Mr ResMiier has the rlciit. at
nnv time within the next tn venrs,
to purchase it at p.ir, nnd I think he's

to iiake si me monev "
"Thai stock's worth all It cost you."

slernh dooloicd Ressmer who did not
yet understand lio U had all happen-
ed, and never would "It mav not pav
dividends for five vears to come, hut I'll
hung it to par value before then."

"Did vnu help get me Into this. Will
Bessmei?" half shrieked Spoogei "I'll
make it hot for vnu' Remember. I hold
a majority of stock'"

"You can help.Note to repaper the of-

fice. 01 to adopt ink statlonety. but
that's about nil ' Blackle infoimed him
"The constitution of Mr Bessmor's
companv amended at our regular stock
holders meeting last night when you
owned no stock, gives bun the final
sav. In the management and direction
of the concern, for the next ten years"

"That's one of the leaso-- mv mo-
nopoly did not are foi- - the stock."
suavelv explained Wulllngfotcl. chuck-
ling about something or oilier

"It's a swindle'" yelled Spoogei. pur-
ple with rage .

Blackle I mw a lose and confronted
him. pale witli nutiaged Indignation. ' A

repetition of thai chaige. nnd I shall
sue you for libel'" he warned

"Put him out;" shouted the village ex.
piessman indignantly.

Seven men arose to their feet, and
then the crowd got up Spooger
did not wait

"Gentlemen." said Blackle Daw. bow-

ing his thanks, "will some one kindly
hand me my saxophone?"

The End

Newman Traveltalks.
The annual engagement of the New-

man Traveltalks Is scheduled for the
Belasco Theater on the five successive
Sunday evenings nnd Monday after-
noons at 4 o'clock, beginning Januarv V,

and 17. This season Mr Newman's lec-

tures will have to do entirely with
South America. Course tickets will be
on sale Januarv 3

MOVING PICTURES

TODAY TODAY

ALHAMBRA THEATER

7th at F
3 P. M. to 10:30 P. M.

The Greatest of All

War Pictures
Wonderful lialtle scenes, llungnrlan
soldiers dancing the lole dance be-

fore Hie huttlr, the tioiuliarillng at
Prrrnivsl. nil acmes in the Wonder
of Wonders, Hie linttlr of Prrm.vsl, In

6-- Big Reels 6
Vdmlsaliin, ilult. Ins-- , hlldren, .1r

Special Miulo

Fred. G Berger Announced As New
Manager For Poll's

1IK new manager of Poll's Is FredT CI. IJergcr, for the last apch
years Identified with the Colupi- -

uia Theater and the Columbia
Players as tho popular matiigcr and di-

rector of the V street Ihontcr nnd slock
company. Mr. Berger succeeds .1. W.
Cope, who Is to be made atslntanl to
General Manager Thatcher.

Mr. Uerser la one of the mot popular
men In the theatrical profe8lon. JIaoxportence has been wide and varied,
IJo has born especially successful In th r
management of Block companies, and
his ability to recognize talent In actor
enabled him to bring to Washington
as membeis of the Columbia Plajeri
such gifted artists as Julia Dean. Fran-
ces Xcllson. A. H. Van Buren, Onii"
CaMara, Percy Haswol'., Kverett t'utte--llel- d,

John Hammond Dallv. P.uth 'nal-tcrto- n.

Ina Claire, And nunieious others
who won success with the Columbia I

Plcrs.
For manv years astoclatod with the

late Sol Smith Russell as lilsj manager, '

after the death of Mr. nu.c11 Mr. Mer-
ger was b.lalness manager for cotntia-rile- s

headed by Tim Murphy. Fran'rf
Kcenan, Raymond Hitchcock, and
Montgomery and Ftone H also organ-
ized anJ managed two "Sign of tho
Cress" companies.

Mr. Berber's homo has been in Wash-
ington for the lart seven vnsr and
the news of his selection ts Mr. Polls
resident representative will be received
with pleasure bv tho playgoers of Wash
ington. Mr. HCrger will ussume themanagement of the Poll Theater and
Poll Plaveis within the next few dsvs.

Next Week's
Films

(Continued from Page Thirteen.)
been arranged by the management of
Hie Leadei Theater ior .ew Veai
week. Sunday. ICIsle Janis will ne seen
In '"Nearly a ' As a larlat-tnrow- cr

In competition with Art Acord,
the- - well known "cowboy" ot the;nun, mir uuiih anouier leaiurc 10 ner
lepcrtolre.

.Monday and Taesdav, Kdna Good-ilc- h

will be seen in "Armstrong's
Wife," a Western drama. In which
she is supported by James Cruze and
a capable cast. Blanche Sweet adds
to tier former successes Wednesday and
lituisdas by hei characteilzatlon in
"The sectet Sin.

1" rlday and Saturday. Hazel Dawn,
supported by John Mason, appeals In
the celebrated drama, "The
('aid The cast also Includes W J
lergiuon and Helen Wccr.

Notes of Stage
Edward H. Sothern will begin Ills

rcminisocnaes In the Januarj Scrlbr.er
He opens nt ihe very first page of m
remembrance," a scene on the stage of
the old London Haymarket, In 1W3, the
little boy looking Into a pair of twink-
ling giay eyes, the eyes of his father,
who was made up for his famous part
of I.ord Dundreary. The elder Soth-etn- 's

children were "the blesseds," and
were bi ought up in an atmosphcie of
romance, the land of jolly make-believ- e,

df fairy legends, and dtollery.
About this period theio Is an ineslst-lbt- e

personal chaim In Mr. Solhern's
narrative. It Is fanciful. ich In anec-
dote, and pervaded by genial humor.

"The Lilac Domino.'' the three-ac- t
musical comedy success of Andreas
Dlppel. will be the attraction at the
Belasco Theater the week of Januarv
It).

Miss Alexandia Carlisle, who last year
appeared as leading woman foi John
Drew will pla.v the leading feminine
lole ln "David Garrlck," which will be
tho thlid comedy In thu repertoire I-- II
Sot hoi n has established at the Booth
Theater, where he ip at piesent appear-
ing in "Lord Dundreary." Miss Car-
lisle's recent appearances were in "The
Marriage Game.'' "The Money Mal-ers,-

and ' D'riven."

When William Faversham comes to
the Belasco Theater for his engagement
In "The Hawk" next week, he will
have in his support Albeit Roscoe. a
young actor who made many fiiends
while associated with the Poll Stock
Company In this city He played here
through a season of twenty weeks, and
during that time appeared in two roles
msde favous b Mr. Faversham. one in
"The Squaw Man" arid the other ln
"The World and His Wife."

As its attraction for the week of
January 10, the National Theater an-
nounces the engagement of Mrs. Fiske
in Erstwhile Susan."

The Jesse U Lesley I'eatuic Play
Compan.v has Hlanche Swee
foi a Ions term. The contract of this
most populai player expired the end of
this eai. and there was some little
doubt as to whom she would be seen
Willi, aft" offeis weie made her by most
of the larger produceis of this country.

Percv Grainger, the Australian compos-

er-pianist, will be the soloist with
the New York S mphom Oiche-Mta- .
"Walter Damrosch. conductor, st the Be-

lasco Thealei. on the afternoon of
January II.

The Messrs Shubert have scquiied
the rights to a new opeietta bv Ed-
mund Hysler. composer of "The

The new piece, which has
just been pioduced In Vienna, is known
as "When Two Love."

MOVING PICTURES

srlrJ'i ? .v"5sX.

FRED G. BERGER,

TODAY'S BEST FILMS

By GARDNER MACK.

Hentv B. Walthall in "The Raven."
adapted from the poem by Edgar
Allen Poo (Essanu.v), the Olympic,
1111 You st rot

Bessie Barrlscilo in "The Golden
Claw and Weber and Fields in
"The Best of Enemies ' (Triangle
Films), the Garden, 12J Ninth
trcet

Iinlly Stevens In "The House of
Tears," the Strand, Ninth and D
st roots.

William r.iriium nnd Dorothy Ber-
nard in "A Soldier's Oath" fFox
Film Compi !.., Crandall's, Ninth
and D stieets.

Ben Wilson and Dorothy Phillips in
"A Bachelors Christmas.' b.v Wil-
liam Addison Eathrop iRexi. the
Hippodrome, Ninth sticet and New
York avenue

Hnzel Dawn 'n "The Heart of Jen-
nifer" (Famous Players), tho
Leader, Ninth between E and F
street.

Theda Bara in "Destruction. ' th
Empress. 416 Ninth stieel

Blanche Sweet In "The Secret
directed by Frank Relcher

(Lasky). Crandall's Apollo. 621 H
street northeast.

Hobart Bosworth and Jane Novak ln
"The Scarlet Sin" (I'nlversal), the
Alhumbra. 119 Seventh street.

Fannie Ward In "The Cheat"
(LaskM. I.oevv's Columbia, Twelfth
and F streets.

Alhambra Theater Seventh, at F,
special war pictures, "The Battle
of przemsv 1."

Note These selections are mad
fiom programs prepared by the
msnageis of the theaters concerned,
and no ie?ponsjhttity is assumed for
arbitrary eh'onges without notice to
The 7i,ne.s. Tl'ey are based on the
personality nf the plaers and the
producing company and not per-
sonal inspection, except in special
cases. G. M.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

(Continued from Page Thirteen.)
firs; screen effoit, entitled '"Ihe Greater
Will

The extra attraction riurng Ill's
will be Helen Itosron in "The

Hill of Gloiv."

The double featuio ui i at
Mooie's Stiand Theater. SunJa, Mon-ila- v.

Tuesday, and Wednesday, week of
Jsni'ar '. will be headed bv WIIHrd
Mack, best remembered as the julhoi
and stsr of "Kick In" in his rirst
cameio nioduc tion, "liho Oe," a mus-to-ft- d

storv of Hawaiian life and
The ndded ittt action on these

di.ys w II be lotralno Hulling, fln
'Bubbles in the Glass " On Thursday.
Fildav. and Saturdav D W. Griff itn
will present Lillian Gidi and F.ossiks
Dol'y. the celebrated dancer. In a Him
nlav entitled "The Lllv and the Ros "
Th' supplemental y feature on these
lavs will be Gladis Rro'i;el' i .1

strongly dramatic offering. ' The $ne
I'd!1." adapted from the storv bearins
the same title, "pedal nviyic will be
enc'eicd 'n the Strnd Smi phony Or-

chestra

At the next cnnicrt of the Boston
Sv mphonv Oichestra in the New Na-
tional Thcatot. on the afternoon of Jan-uai- v

t. Einet Scholling's new Sni-phonl- e

Vacations will be played, with
Mr Rebelling as pianist These will
have thcli first public performance in
Boston the meiedlne l'ridav and Satur-
day The work is Mr. Schelling 3 most
nirbitious under taking, and he has
mitten the variations particularly with
a view of their performance bv the
Boston Sv mphonv Otchcstta. The piano
is an integral pail of the work, nn I

the various leading instruments of the
ouiiestia aie emplovoel much as soloists
Those who have heard the variations
In piivatc sav that Mr. Schelling hss
written a work of great attraction

M0VINGPICTURES
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EMPRESS THEATER
416 9th St. N. W.
An Important Announcement

This theater is now exclusive!) showing' the tirsl-ru- n

releases of the famous William Fox pictures in

Washington the photoplays of which everyone is talki-

ng;. Here ou'll see such famous stars a6 Theda Bara,
William Fa'rnum, Dorothy Bernard, Claire Whitne.
Jean Sothern, Robert B. Mantell, Genevieve Hamper ami
others.

Today and Monday

THEDA BARA "lt'Va""i'eff'Mr

IN

cus-
tom

"DESTRUCTION"
A Virile Drama of Today


